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gan, and Bulgaria was not long in feeling the effects
of the new order of things. Nicephorus, Hushed with
his conquest of Crete and Cyprus, determined to
subdue the Bulgarians and avenge the victories of
Simeon. The incursions of the Magyars, who five
times ravaged Bulgaria under Peter's weak rule and
then strayed over the border into the Byzantine
provinces, furnished him with an excuse. He de-
manded satisfaction from the Bulgarians, and when
they retaliated by asking him for tribute, he beat
their envoys and occupied their frontier. But, warned
by the fate of his predecessors, he resolved to take no
further steps until he had secured a powerful all}-. He
accordingly begged Sviatoslav, chief of the Russians,
to assist him.

The first appearance of the Russians in Bulgaria
was a most important event, which affects Bulgarian
politics to this hour. From that memorable day of
August, 967, when the Russian fleet arrived with ten
thousand men at the mouth of the Danube, we may
trace the first interference of Russia in the affairs of
the Southern Slavs. Sviatoslav, a hardy warrior,
whose food was horseflesh, whose couch was a bear
skin laid upon the ground, made short work of such
resistance as the feeble Peter offered to his arms.
Silistria, the great Bulgarian stronghold, fell, and so
rapid was the progress of the Russians, that Nice-
phorus began to fear for the safety of his own capital
He hastened to make peace with the Bulgarian Czar,
and promised to drive the terrible Northmen from his
land. A double marriage was to be a token of this
new alliance.